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and the French helped the Americans to win. The French
sent more help on land and sea in the following four
years, and in 1783 King George had to admit that the
former British colonies of New England were free and inde-
pendent states. The Canadian colonies had not joined the
war, so they remained British, and so did the islands of
the West Indies,

The winning of independence by the small group of
New England colonists began the life of a nation which
has since grown to be one of the largest and most power-
ful in the world. The Fourth of July is the great day of
celebration for that nation, because it was on 4 July 1776
that the colonists first solemnly declared themselves to be
no longer subject to the British government. However, they
had still to fight for several years before King George was
forced to admit their independence.

Their difficulties were not by any means ended, how-
ever, with the winning of their freedom, for they had very
little experience in government. Until the time when war
began, each of the small states had managed its own affairs
quite separately. They now had to find a way to unite in
managing their affairs as a single nation. This was not
easy, for each state was jealous of its own freedom and
did not want to give up powers to a central government.
Their problems were somewhat similar to those which
India is having to face in establishing its new federal
government, uniting the Provinces and Indian States, It
is of special interest to us in India, therefore, to observe
the experience of the Americans in settling this problem
of the Constitution of their government as a united
nation. It is worth noting, first of all, that it took no less
than eleven years, from the time when they declared their
independence in 1776, for them to agree upon the Federal
Constitution which came into existence in 1787.

During those years of discussion and dispute, Washing-
ton spent his time on his Virginian estates, busy once more
with his fanning and with his schemes for developing new
settlements to the west. Like the Maratha states of Indk